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What is claimed is: 

1. A method for providing e-commerce a/id accounting 
services to organizations and service/providers for 
offerings ordered by members of the organization and 
delivered by the service provider, Comprising the 
steps of: / 

providing an intermediary to/ allow members of 
an organization to individually Access a searchable 
database of service providers vAth associated 
offerings via an interactive Cyommunication network, 
said searchable database beinn maintained and 
monitored by the intermediary; 

enabling the members to select a service 
provider from the database/ 

enabling the members /to select offerings from 
the selected service provider; 

enabling the members to communicate billing 
information to the intermediary; 

storing the billi/ng information at the 
intermediary; / 

communicating t/ne offerings selected by the 
members from the iiVtermediary to the selected 
service provider; yand 

providing a Consolidated invoice from the 
intermediary to/the organization for all offerings 
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ordered by the members during a predetermined time 
period, / 

2. A method in accordance with claim 1, comprising 
the further steps of: / 

collecting payment by the intermediary from the 
organization on the consolidated invoices- 
paying of the service provider by the 
intermediary for all offerings ordered therefrom by 
the members during the predetermined time period. 

3. A method in accordance/with claim 1, wherein the 
members are provided witM an additional option of 
paying for the offering/via one of a credit card or 
cash, in which instance the offering is not billed 
to the organization on the consolidated invoice. 

4. A method in accomance with claim 1, wherein: 

the organization is a business; 
the members are employees of the business; and 
the billing information includes at least one 
of the employees' personal identification numbers, 
a specific identyif ication number for said business, 
the business' address, the business' telephone 
number, and client billing codes. 
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5. A method in accordance with claim 4, /wherein the 
searchable database is provided in the /form of a 
searchable web site. / 

6. A method in accordance with claini/s, wherein the 
service providers are restaurants, iurther 
comprising the step of: / 

providing at least one web page associated with 
each restaurant in the database/ which web page 
displays at least one of the re/staurant menu, the 
restaurant food type, and the /restaurant specialties 
of the day. / 

7. A method in accordance with claim 6, further 
comprising the steps of: / 

generating a report /by the intermediary of all 
meals ordered by the emt/loyees during a specified 
time period containing /at least one of order date, 
order time, employee name, employee's personal 
identification number/ meal ordered, meal cost, 
client name, client tode, and restaurant name; and 

forwarding the /report from the intermediary to 
the business. / 

8. A method in accordance with claim 7, wherein the 
report can be soAed by at least one of order date, 
order time, empl/oyee name, employee's personal 
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identification number, meal ordered, /neal cost, 
client name, client code, and restaiarant name. 

9. A method in accordance with claim 7, wherein the 
report can be generated upon d^and by the 
organization. / 

10. A method in accordance/with claim 7, wherein the 
report is forwarded from /the intermediary to the 
organization via one of /facsimile, email, a global 
communication network,/ or said interactive 
communication network\ 

11. A method in acicordance with claim 6, further 
comprising the step of: 

generating jk receipt by the intermediary 
containing at l/east one of an order confirmation 
number, employee name, the employee's personal 
identification number, meal ordered, order date, 
order time, /meal cost, client name, client code, 
restaurant /name. 

12. A metmod in accordance with claim 11, wherein 
the receipt is forwarded from the intermediary to at 
least one of the employee, the restaurant, and the 
organi/zation , 
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13. A method in accordance with claim \i, wherein 
the receipt is forwarded from the intej/mediary via 
one of facsimile, email, a global communication 
network, or said interactive commuiiication 
network. / 

14. A method in accordance with tclaim 6, further 
comprising the steps of: / 

forwarding from the interatediary to the 
employee an estimated time of^ meal delivery from the 
restaurant to the organization. 

15. A method in accordance with claim 6, wherein the 
database is searchable hw at least one of restaurant 
name, food type, food mreference, and restaurant 
location. / 

16. A method in accordance with claim 6, wherein: 

the business maintains house accounts with the 
restaurants; and / 

the consolidated invoice provides consolidation 
of amounts due om the house accounts. 

17. A method in accordance with claim 2, further 
comprising the'^ step of: 

retaining a commission by the intermediary from 
the payment received from the organization, wherein 
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yrom the 

TL is forwarded by 
provider, 

18. A method in accordance wi£h claim 1, further 
comprising the step of: / 

providing a history of/ previous orders by the 
intermediary for each memb^er. 

19. A method in accordance with claim 1, further 
comprising the step of:/ 

providing real-time assistance by the 
intermediary to resowe problems associated with an 
order. / 

20. A method in accordance with claim 1, wherein the 
step of providing^ a consolidated invoice from the 
intermediary to ythe organization is accomplished via 
one of facsimil/e, email, a global communication 
network, or sa/id interactive communication network. 

21. A method/ in accordance with claim 1, wherein the 
consolidated invoice contains only amounts due for 
offerings ordered from a particular service 
provider,/ such that multiple consolidated reports 
are provided, each relating to a separate service 
provider . 



only the balance of the payment 
organization minus the commissi 
the intermediary to the service' 
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22. A method in accordance with clayn 1, wherein the 
consolidated invoice contains amou/ts due to each 
service provider which has been ordered from during 
the predetermined time period. / 

23. A method in accordance wi/th claim 1, wherein the 
service providers are providers of one of flowers, 
gifts, transportation, acc/5mmodations, travel 
arrangement, entertainmerit , office supplies, office 
copies, documents, fooca, or beverages. 

24. A method in accomance with claim 1, wherein the 
members are only allbwed access to the searchable 
database for a pre/selected group of service 
providers, / 

25. A method ir/ accordance with claim 24, wherein 
the pre-select/ed group of service providers is 
determined biased on geographic location of the 
organization . 

26. A metmod in accordance with claim 25, wherein 
the geographic location is determined by proximity 
to the/organization . 
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27. A method in accordance with claim 1, further 
comprising the step o/ providing for delivery of the 
offerings from the service provider to the members. 



28. A system for providing e-commerrce and accounting 
services to organizations and service providers for 
offerings ordered by members of /the organization and 
delivered by the service provijaer, comprising; 
an intermediary; 

at least one computer hAving access to an 
interactive computer network; 

a searchable datah^eOconsisting of multiple 
service providers with associated offerings 
maintained and monitorea by the intermediary; and 

a transaction seryer provided by the 

intermediary ii 
communication with 0\e compj^er and the database; 
wherein : 

individual members of an organization can 
access the searchable database of service providers 
with associated offerings via the interactive 
communication network through the computer; 

the members can select a service provider 
from the dataoase; 

the^ members can select offerings from the 
selected service provider; 
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the men±)ers can coinmuni9ate billing 
information to the intermediary^ 

the billing informat/on can be stored at 

the 

intermediary; 

the transaction yfeerver can communicate the 
offerings selected by the members from the database 
to the selected serylceXprovider ; and 

a conso/idayed invoice can be provided by 

the 

intermediary td the/ organization for all offerings 
ordered by th^ meipriers during a predetermined time 
period. 

29. A system lii^ accord^ce with claim 28, wherein; 

paymentA^^s^^^pilected by the intermediary from 
the organiza/cion on the consolidated invoice; 

the i'ntermediary pays the service provider for 
all offeri^ngs ordered therefrom by the members 
during the predetermined time period. 



30- A system in accordance with claim 28, wherein 
the m^embers are provided with an additional option 
of paying for the offering via one of a credit card 
or cJsh, in which instance the offering is not 
billed to the organization on the consolidated 
invoice . 
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31. A system in accordance with claim 28, wherein: 
the organization is a businessf; 
the members are employees of /the business; and 
the billing information incdudes at least one 
of the employees' personal identification numbers, 
a specific identification number for said business, 
the business' address, the biVsiness' telephone 
number, and client billing dod'^^N. 



32. A system in accordance/ with claim 31, wherein 



the searchable databa^se 
searchable web site, 



provided in the form of a 



33. A system in ac/cord^nce with claim 32, wherein 
the 

service providers are/ restaura;;rts, further 
comprising: 

a web browserX^nni^ji^ at the computer; 

a web server az the intermediary; 

at least one web page associated with each 
restaurant in the database, which web page displays 
at least one of tne restaurant menu, the restaurant 
food type, and th^ restaurant specialties of the 
day. 



34. A system in accordance with claim 33, wherein; 
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a report of all meals orderea/by the employees 
during a specified time period is/ generated by the 
intermediary, containing at leasyc one of order date, 
order time, employee name, employee's personal 
identification number, meal or>aered, meal cost, 
client name, client code, and/ restaurant name; and 

the report is f orwardeyg/'^y^ythe intermediary to 
the business. 



35. A system in accorda^c^ with claim 34, wherein 
the report can be sorl/ed/by at least one of order 
date, order time, employee name, employee's personal 
identification number, iaeal orderje^, meal cost, 
client name, client/ co/ie, and^^staurant name. 



36. A system in accordance with claim 34, wherein 
the report can be generated upon demand by the 
organization . 

37. A system in accordance with claim 34, wherein 
the report is forwarded by the intermediary to the 
organization via /one of facsimile, email, a global 
communication network, or said interactive 
communication ne/bwor k . 



38. A system in accordance with claim 33, wherein: 
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a receipt is generated by thje intermediary 
containing at least one of an order confirmation 
number, employee name, the emplc/yee's personal 
identification number, meal oraered, order date, 
order time, meal cost, client/ name, client code, 
restaurant name. 

39. A system in accordanxfe^^ with claim 38, wherein 
the receipt is forwarded/by the intermediary to at 
least one of the emp/oy^e, the restaurant, and the 
organization . 

40. A system in afccoi/dance with cdTaim 38, wherein 
the receipt is fcirwarded by tpte intermediary via one 
of facsimile, emaNLl/, a glpl5al communication network, 
or said interacyive communication network. 

41. A system in yaccordance with claim 33, wherein: 

an estimated time of meal delivery is forwarded 
from the restai/rant to the organization via the 
intermediary. 

42. A system /in accordance with claim 33, wherein 
the database/ is searchable by at least one of 
restaurant name, food type, food preference, and 
restaurant /location. 
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43, A system in accordance with c^aim 33, wherein: 

the business maintains hous/fe accounts with the 
restaurants; and 

the consolidated invoice y^rovides consolidation 
of amounts due on the house ayfccounts. 



44. A system in accordance yith claim 29, wherein: 
a commission is retai/ned by the intermediary 
from the payment received k^oml the organization, 
wherein only the balance/c6f tijie payment from the 
organization minus the/cdmmission is forwarded by 
the intermediary to yhe Service provider. 



45. A system in accbrd^nce with cl 

a history of p\t:ev4.ous ord 
intermediary for eac 



im 28, wherein: 
s is provided by the 



46. A system in accordance with claim 28, wherein: 

real-time assi/stance is provided by the 
intermediary to res9lve problems associated with an 
order. 



47. A system in ac 
the consolidated 
intermediary to th 
facsimile, email, 
said interactive 



ordance with claim 28, wherein 
nvoice is provided by the 
e organization via one of 
global communication network, or 
ccpmmunication network. 



V 



* 

52 



48. A system in accordance with czlaim 28, wherein 
the consolidated invoice contai/s only amounts due 
for offerings ordered from a particular service 
provider, such that multiple yconsolidated reports 
are provided, each relating yto a separate service 
providers , / 

49. A system in accordancye with claim 28, wherein 
the consolidated invoace/ contains amounts due to 
each service provider wbiich has been ordered from 
during the predeteyrmined time period. 

50. A system in accordanc^^ith claim 28, wherein 
the service providei^s-^^e providers of one of 
flowers, gifts, transportation, accommodations, 
travel arrangement,/ entertainment, office supplies, 
office copies, docjaments, food, or beverages. 

51. A system in accordance with claim 28, wherein 
the members are ®nly allowed access to the 
searchable database for a pre-selected group of 
service providers . 

52. A system in accordance with claim 51, wherein 
the pre-selectied group of service providers is 
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determined based on geog/aphic location of the 
organization. 



53. A system in accoDaance with claim 52, wherein 
the geographic locartyion is determined by proximity 
to the organization 



54. A system in accordance with claim 28, wherein 
the offerings can be delivered to the members. 



